ARCHDIOCESE
OF LOUISVILLE

MEMORANDUM

TO: Pastors and Pastoral Administrators
Parish Bulletin Editors/Communication Contacts
Elementary/Secondary Presidents and Principals
School Communication Contacts

FROM: Brian B. Reynolds, Ed. D.
Chancellor

DATE: March 18, 2024

RE: Child Abuse Prevention Month

Ensuring that our parishes and schools are safe environments for children and youth requires the
commitment of all of us, and | am grateful for your efforts to support safe environment practices
and programming.

Since April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, we are forwarding some suggested bulletin blurbs
for each of the full weekends in April. We have provided the blurbs in English and in Spanish.

There are other resources available electronically on the USCCB website at:
https://www.uscch.org/resources/cyp-april-bulletin-insert-0

Please feel free to use these materials as you see fit. | appreciate your support and
encouragement of this important effort.

Archdiocese of Louisville


https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-april-bulletin-insert-0

Suggested Bulletin Blurbs - Child Abuse Prevention Month
Promocionales Sugeridos para Boletines — Mes de Prevencién del Abuso Infantil

2nd Sunday of Easter: Divine Mercy Sunday (April 6-7)/ 2do Domingo de Pascua:
Domingo de la Divina Misericordia (Abril 6-7)
The Body of Christ
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. The Church is the body of Christ. As we celebrate
Divine Mercy Sunday, let us remember that all members are linked to one another, and all
have the responsibility to ensure the safety of children in parishes, schools, families, and local
communities. We can do this by:
1) Developing appropriate and loving relationships with our children.
2) Teaching our children safety and healthy boundaries.
3) Knowing who has access to our children.
4) Learning the warning signs of abuse.
5) Reporting abuse to the appropriate authorities.
For more information about sexual abuse policies, safe environment programming, reporting,
and other resources, see www.archlou.org/restoringtrust.

El Cuerpo de Cristo
Abril es el Mes de Prevencion del Abuso Infantil. La Iglesia es el Cuerpo de Cristo. Al
celebrar el Domingo de la Divina Misericordia, todos los miembros estan conectados el uno al
otro, y todos tienen la responsabilidad de asegurar la seguridad de los nifios en las parroquias,
escuelas, familias y comunidades locales. Esto lo podemos hacer asi:

1) Desarrollar relaciones amorosas apropiadas con los nifios.

2) Ensefiar a los nifios limites seguros y saludables.

3) Saber quién tiene acceso a nuestros hijos.

4) Aprender las sefiales de advertencia de abuso.

5) Reportar el abuso a las autoridades apropiadas.

Para mas informacion sobre politicas de abuso sexual, programacion de ambiente seguro,
reportes y otros recursos, vaya a www.archlou.org/restoringtrust.

3rd Sunday of Easter (April 13-14)/3er Domingo de Pascua (Abril 13-14)

Preventing Child Abuse Is Everyone’s Responsibility

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. Did you know that every adult has a moral
responsibility to report suspected child abuse. In Kentucky, state law requires that any person
who knows or has reasonable cause to believe that a child is neglected or abused must
immediately report the abuse. Sexual abuse of minors is a pervasive societal problem, and only
concerted and sustained efforts by all adults in every segment of society can help to protect
children and youth. Report suspected abuse. Call the toll-free Kentucky Child Abuse Hotline at
877-KYSAFE1 (877-597-2331) or see www.archlou.org/report for a list of reporting contacts
organized by county.

-More-
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3rd Sunday of Easter (April 13-14)/3er Domingo de Pascua (Abril 13-14)

Prevenir el Abuso Infantil es una Responsabilidad de Todos

Abril es el Mes de Prevencion del Abuso Infantil. Cada adulto tiene una responsabilidad moral
de reportar sospecha de abuso infantil. En Kentucky, la ley del estado requiere que cualquier
persona que sabe o0 tiene una causa razonable para creer que un nifio esta siendo descuidado o
abusado debe reportar inmediatamente el abuso. EI abuso sexual de menores es un problema
generalizado de la sociedad, y solamente esfuerzos concertados y sostenidos por todos los
adultos en cada segmento de la sociedad pueden ayudar a proteger a los nifios y jévenes. Reporte
sospecha de abuso. Llame a la linea de Abuso Infantil de Kentucky al 877-KYSAFE1 (877-597-
2331) o vaya a www.archlou.org/report para una lista de contactos para reportar los cuales estan
organizados por condado.

4th Sunday of Easter (April 20-21)/ 4to Domingo de Pascua (Abril 20-21)

Archdiocesan Efforts to Protect Children

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. Did you know what is happening in our Archdiocese
to protect children?

e Safe environment training to identify warning signs and develop strategies for
maintaining a safe environment for all is provided to all youth in Catholic schools and
parish religious education programs and to adults who work or volunteer with children.

e A designated Victim Assistance Coordinator (contact victimassistance@archlou.org) is
available to receive reports and accompany victims through the journey.

e A volunteer and independent Sexual Abuse Review Board assists Archbishop Shelton in
the review of all cases and makes recommendations for moving forward.

e A Safe Environment Coordinator (contact Scott Fitzgerald, sfitzgerald@archlou.org)
assists parish and school personnel with training and background screenings for anyone
who may have access to children.

e An audit is conducted by an independent firm to evaluate our implementation of the
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. For each audit, our
Archdiocese has been found to be fully compliant with all elements of the Charter, with
no required changes or recommendations for changes.

For more information for these and other efforts, visit www.archlou.org/restoringtrust.

-More-
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4th Sunday of Easter (April 20-21)/4to Domingo de Pascua (Abril 20-21)

Esfuerzos Diocesanos para Proteger a los Nifios

Abril es el Mes de Prevencion del Abuso Infantil. ;Sabe lo que esta pasando en nuestra
Arquidiocesis para proteger a los nifios?

e Capacitacion sobre ambiente seguro para identificar sefiales de advertencia y desarrollar
estrategias para mantener un ambiente seguro para todos se brinda a todos los jovenes
adolescentes en escuelas catolicas y programas de educacion religiosa parroquial y a
adultos que trabajan o son voluntarios con nifos.

e Un Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas designado (contacte
victimassistance@archlou.org) esté disponible para recibir informes y acompafiar a las
victimas a lo largo del camino.

e Una Junta de Revision de Abuso Sexual voluntaria e independiente ayuda al arzobispo
Shelton en la revision de todos los casos y hace recomendaciones para seguir adelante.

e Un Coordinador de Ambiente Seguro (contacte a Scott Fitzgerald,
sfitzgerald@archlou.org) ayuda al personal de la parroquia y de la escuela con
capacitacion y evaluaciones de antecedentes para cualquier persona que pueda tener
acceso a los nifios.

e Una firma independiente realiza una auditoria para evaluar nuestra implementacion del
Estatuto para la Proteccion de Nifios y Jovenes. Para cada auditoria, se encontrd que
nuestra Arquididcesis cumple totalmente con todos los elementos del Estatuto, sin
cambios requeridos ni recomendaciones para cambios.

Para mas informacion sobre estos esfuerzos y otros, visite www.archlou.org/restoringtrust

5th Sunday of Easter (April 27-28)/5to Domingo de Pascua: (Abril 27-28)

Archdiocesan Victim Assistance Ministry

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. A major effort to address child sexual abuse
includes the work of the archdiocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, Martine Siegel. The
archdiocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, in the Family and Life Ministries Office, provides
victims with assistance towards healing. If now or at any time in the past someone representing
the Church has sexually abused you, please contact the police and Ms. Siegel at 502/636-1044
or victimassistance@archlou.org.

Ministerio Arguidiocesano de Asistencia a Victimas

Abril es el Mes de Prevencion del Abuso Infantil. Un gran esfuerzo para abordar el abuso
sexual infantil incluye el trabajo de la Coordinadora Arquidiocesana de Asistencia a Victimas,
Martine Siegel. El Coordinador Arquidiocesano de Asistencia a Victimas en la Oficina de
Ministerios de para la Familia y Vida brinda a las victimas asistencia para su sanacion. Si ahora
0 en algun momento del pasado alguien que representa a la Iglesia ha abusado sexualmente de
usted, comuniquese con la policia y la Sra. Siegel al teléfono 502/636-1044 6
victimassistance@archlou.org
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